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of honour, making him ride on horseback into
magnificent pavilion, and placing him in the seat of
honour, with the words : " Sit there, thou who hast
been a king from thy cradle, while I have only been a
king since God made me one."
Alfonso, in the same grand Eastern style, replied :
" God gives nobility only to the noble, honour only to
the honourable, and kingdoms only to such as deserve
them ; and thus God gave thee a. kingdom for thy
deserts."
6i Give me an adalid " (a sort of guide or quarter-
master), said the Moor, " to lead me to the lands that
do not obey thee ; I will lay them waste, and bring"
them back to thine obedience."
Alfonso did so, after having charged his adalid to
take him where he could do least harm.
Then a strange war began, in which the Andalusian
Moors fought in the cause of the son, and the Africans in
the cause of the father. It was ended by both princes
falling ill, when Sancho, in terror of death, implored
his father's forgiveness ; and Alfonso granted it, con-
mining the choice of the Cortes, which, in accordance
with old Gothic custom, gave the kingdom to the most
effective member of the royal family. Sancho re-
covered, but Alfonso died in the year 1281.
Alfonso's wisdom was somewhat of the same type as
that of our James I., more erudite than practical ; but
he had much real ability. He completed the code of
laws begun by his father, San Fernando, and had
them published, not in Latin but in Castilian, by the
name of "Las Partidas de Don Alfonso." Their
preface showed that he had the true Spanish faculty
of making proverbs, such as — " The tyrant uproots the

